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orders His loidship expiessed a very great satisfaction at our arrival, and left it to our own conduct to join him as we saw convenient.
We were marching to join him, when news came that Fairfax had given him an entue defeat at Torrmgton. This was but the old story over again, we had been used to ill news a great while, and it was the less surprise to us
Upon this news we halted at Bodmm, till we should hear farther, and it was not long before we saw a confirmation of the news before our eyes, for the Lord Hopton, with the remainder of his horse, which he had brought off at Tornng-ton in a very shattered condition, retreated to Launceston, the first town in Cornwall, and heaiing that Fairfax puisued him, came on to Bodonn Hither he summoned all the ti oops which he had left, which, when he had got together, were a fine body indeed of five thousand hor&e, but few foot but what weie at Pendenms, Barnstaple, and other gamsons, these were commanded by the Lord Hopton , the Loid Goring had taken shipping foi France, to get relief, a, lew days before
Heie a giand council of war was called, and several things were proposed, but, as it always is in distress, people aie most irresolute, so it was here. Some were foi breaking through by foice, oui numbex being superior to the enemy's horse To fight them with then foot would be de&peia-tion, and ridiculous, and to retieat would but be to coop up themselves in a narrow place, where, at la&t, they must be foiced to fight upon disadvantage, or yield at meicy Otheis opposed this as a despeiate action, a.nd without probability of success, and all were of diflcient opinions I confess, when I saw how things wci c, I saw it was a lost game, and I was foi the opinion of breaking through and doing it now, while the countiy was open and Luge, and not being forced to it when it must be with rnoie disadvantage, but nothing was resolved on, and so we retiea-ted before the enemy Some small skumishes there happened near Bodmm, but none that were very con&ideiable
It was the first of March when we quitted Bodmm, and quartered at large at Columb, St Denis, and Truro, and the enemy took his quarters at Bodmin, posting his horse at the passes from Fadstow on the north, to Warbndge, Lestithcl, and Foy, spreading so from sea to sea, that now hi caking